EURIPIDES
the guest and friend who came to me, would you have
approved
of me more? Wrong. My misery would still have been         555
as great, and I should be inhospitable too,
and there would be one more misfortune added to those
I have, if my house is called unfriendly to its friends.
For this man is my best friend, and he is my host
whenever I go to Argos, which is a thirsty place.                560
Chorus
Yes, but then why did you hide what is happening here
if this visitor is, as you say, your best friend?
Admetus
He would not have been willing to come inside my house
if he had known what trouble I was in. I know.
There are some will think I show no sense in doing this.    565
They will not like it. But my house does not know how
to push its friends away and not treat them as it should.
(He goes inside.)
Chorus
O liberal and forever free-handed house of this man,
the Pythian himself, lyric Apollo,                                      570
was pleased to live with you
and had patience upon your lands
to work as a shepherd,
and on the hill-folds and the slopes                                    575
piped to the pasturing of your flocks
in their season of mating.
And even dappled lynxes for delight in his melody
joined him as shepherds. From the cleft of Othrys de-
scended                                                                      580
a red troop of lions,
and there, Phoebus, to your lyre's strain
there danced the bright-coated
fawn, adventuring from the deep                                       585
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